BLUE VEGA PITCH

Cynthia Neale

My inspiration for this screenplay is loosely based on my jazz singing mother who raised six children as a
single mother in a small town in upstate New York. Music and baking saved her and her children. She
played on an old piano and sang her heart out, but there wasn’t a car to get to the grocery store. That is,
until a rusty, old, blue Vega, showed up in the driveway and life went from off key to somewhere in
tune.

TITLE: BLUE VEGA
FORMAT: Feature Film
GENRE/SUBGENRE: Drama with Music/Light Comedy

NUTSHELL: A sultry, single jazz singing woman with five children moves into a small town and the sparks
fly. Like Kate Winslet in Wonder Wheel, Lorna Bellidochi, dreams and schemes for more.

LOGLINE: It's 1970 in upstate New York and teens, Gene and Joe Bellidochi, are poor, good-looking, and
the only Italians in town. Lorna, 38, is their single, sultry jazz singing mother with five kids. When Social
Services threatens to put Lorna’s children in foster care, a rusty blue Vega rolls into the driveway and life
changes for the Bellidochi family. This is a gritty and sweet coming of age story filled with music that
reminds us love can reign.

SETTINGS: Bellidochi house in a small town in upstate New York in 1970; small town streets, waterfalls,
two houses, and a car driving on the road.

STORY ARC: It's 1970 and LORNA BELLIDOCH], a sultry, singing, single mother has just moved to Owl
Falls, New York with her five children. EUGENE (17) and JOSEPH (16) BELLIDOCHI are good-looking Italian
boys who don’t fit in and are embarrassed by their mother. They and their three little brothers moved
from the city after Lorna’s divorce and her career crash as a nightclub singer. A cast of neighborhood
characters weave in and out of the bold tapestry of the Bellidochi family. Dancing and singing fills the
Bellidochi home. DAVE, a hood, and others, taunt Gene and Joe calling them “wops” who play with their
balls and have a hot mama. OLD LADY JENKINS peeks in the window to watch Lorna and her misfit
friend, BETTY, dance and calls Social Services. Eugene has a crush on MELODY, an ethereal beauty.
Melody tells Gene he dances beautifully on the basketball court and asks him to the prom, but he needs
a car. Eugene spies an old rusty, blue Vega at a used car lot and determines to work for it. GEORGE,
blank-faced, takes daily walks with his two German Shepherds. Melody says he’s different, but harmless.
Gene says he’s creepy and he'll take Melody to the prom. Joseph has a crush on EMILY who is a sweet
dope smoking girl. Lorna bakes cookies for the neighborhood kids, but there’s never enough food on the
table. AL, a widowed farmer, brings Lorna veggies from his garden and watches her backside. HARRIET, a
good Methodist, comes bearing a coffee cake and partakes of some dancing mania. Lorna’s ex, TONY,
breaks in, pulls the phone out of the wall, and tries to choke Lorna. Joseph hits him over the head with a
frying pan. Eugene runs to Old Lady Jenkins to call the police. Lorna spends the night in the hospital and
Mrs. Jenkins watches the kids. Lorna comes home and the Social Services caseworker visits to tell Lorna
her three youngest boys are going into foster care in a month. TOMMY, 5, runs away when he hears that
DSS is going to take him and his brothers away. The neighborhood looks for Tommy and the owner of
the used car lot gives Lorna the Blue Vega. Tommy is found with George, the mentally-handicapped dog
walker. Lorna gets a job as a singer in Manhattan and leaves the boys Fridays to Sundays. A month later,



the Vega dies on Lorna’s way home and she spends the night with the WALKERS, who know Mrs. Jenkins
in Owl Falls. The Walkers secretly call Mrs. Jenkins and on Monday, Mrs. Jenkins goes to the Bellidochi
home and declares she's in charge. She finds the DSS letter that says DSS is coming for the boys that
afternoon. She, Harriet, and Betty hide the boys. Lorna comes home late and thinks her boys have been
taken by DSS. She gets in the Vega and drives to the waterfall and contemplates ending her life. In the
meantime, Gene, Joe, and Melody walk around town and Dave, the hood, tells them their Bambino Vega
is at the waterfall. They find Lorna asleep in the Vega. Lorna wakes to find her children are safe and she
tells them she’s made enough money and an album is being released before Christmas. Prom night
arrives and Betty, Harriet, and a few neighbors take photos of Eugene and Joe and their dates. Later,
while Betty and Lorna play and sing for friends, a policeman comes to say an accident happened, but no
one is hurt. Gene and Joe had an after party at the waterfalls and the Vega spontaneously combusted
and burst into flames. Too much love for a Vega!

SUMMARY: This is a feel good movie highlighting the prejudices and foibles of a small town that in spite
of itself, can’t keep love out. Lorna, abused and shattered by her ex-husband and a failed career, and
Eugene and Joseph, insecure and shamed by their father, eventually find love and acceptance in this
most unlovable town.



